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Scottish Baronial 
01 

Quick Facts   

Built Around 1570 

Architect - 

Architecture Style Scottish Baronial 

Built as Castle 

What is it now? 

Converted to Lighthouse 
in 1787, now part of the  
Museum of Scottish  
Lighthouses 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

Which features on the castle are used on the 
newer buildings?  

Where did the Lighthouse Keepers live? 

What joins the foghorn to the engine house? 

Kinnaird Head Castle was built by Sir Alexander Fraser, 

8th Lord of Philorth. Its appearance, a massive 

rectangular medieval-style tower house with round 

bartizans, was old-fashioned for 1570 - and Alexander 

was anything but.  

His programme to establish Fraserburgh as a planned 

burgh with a trading harbour and university - the Castle 

at its Northern end - would all but bankrupt the family, 

forcing the next generation to sell their wider estates. 

His vision paid off, however, and Fraserburgh would 

continue to grow over the next four centuries. 

Two centuries later, in 1786, the newly-created Northern 

Lighthouse Board chose the old tower to locate one of 

its first four lighthouses. Designed by Edinburgh 

Engineer Thomas Smith, the timber structure occupied 

the existing tower. The Light powered by whale oil 

lamps was in 1787 the first to be lit.  It could cast light 

for up to 14 miles.  

This unique combination of old tower house and new 

lighthouse is lucky to have survived - in 1824, the great 

lighthouse engineer Robert Stevenson (Smith’s son-in 

law) proposed the tower be demolished and replaced by 

a purpose-built structure. 

 
 

Castle 

Did you know... 

How important the Kinnaird Head Light was to 

sailors around the Buchan Coast? 

Kinnaird Head . Aberdeenshire,  
painting by William Daniell, 1822 © British Museum 

Did you know... 

What a bartizan is? 

Line drawing of a bartizan  
by Pearson Scott Foresman  
© Public Domain 

Scheduled Monument Fraserburgh Buildings 

Kinnaird Head Castle and 
Lighthouse, Stevenson Road 
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The buildings around the tower were demolished, to make way for accommodation for 

lightkeepers and their families. 

Instead, alterations were made to the tower: 

• the stone-vaulted basement was kept, but other floors were taken out 

• new doors and windows were added 

• the entire top storey was removed and replaced by the new lantern – its silvered copper 

parabolic bowls burned whale oil 

• the old stairs were replaced by a fine new spiral staircase giving access to the lantern 

• the light was replaced in 1851 by Alan Stevenson, Smith’s grandson and again in 1902 by 

David Stevenson, his great-grandson. 

David Stevenson also built the foghorn and the engine house which works it, as well as a new 

house for the principal keeper. 

The lighthouse was decommissioned in 1991 and an automated light constructed to the North.  

Kinnaird Head Castle & Lighthouse is now open to the public as part of the Museum of Scottish 

Lighthouses.  

Fraserburgh Buildings 

Scottish Baronial Style 
01 

Castle 

Kinnaird Head Castle and 
Lighthouse, Stevenson Road 

Did you know… 

Thomas Smith’s light was the first of its kind in 

Scotland?  

 

If you look at the top tower in Thomas Smith’s 
drawing, you can see seventeen reflectors 
arranged in three horizontal lines, ranging 12 

to 14 miles.  

These were lamps burning whale oil, “each of 
them backed by its own parabolic reflector 
made up of a multitude of facets of silvered 

mirror-glass”. (nlb.org.uk) 

The top storey was later replaced by a new 

lantern, designed by Robert Stevenson. 

Kinnaird Head Lighthouse — colour photocopy of  
original drawing, 1660 © CC-BY; Reproduced with the 

permission of the National Library of Scotland;  

Scheduled Monument 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Georgian Style Warld’s End,  
11 Dalrymple Street 

02 

Quick Facts   

Built 
Around 1767; remodelling 
of existing house 

Architect - 

Architecture Style Georgian 

Built as Summer Residence 

What is it now? Offices 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

Which windows gave the best view? 

Which part is the Dutch Gable? 

Can you see the finials? What shape are they? 

The name ‘Warld’s End’ reflects the position of this 

elegant town house, standing at what was once the 

harbour’s edge.  

The land now in front was reclaimed from the sea in the 

19th century in order to build warehouses. 

This house is one of the oldest in the town and was 

probably used as a summer residence by its original 

owner, John Gordon of Glenbuchat.  

Gordon was a leading Jacobite commander in the ill-

fated rebellion of 1745. When Bonnie Prince Charlie’s 

bid to re-establish the Stuart throne ended in defeat at 

Culloden the following year, many Jacobites, including 

Gordon himself, fled to Norway. The house was the last 

they saw of their homeland – it was their ‘World’s End’.  

Because of his involvement in the rebellion, the house 

was seized from John Gordon by the Crown, lying 

unoccupied until it was auctioned off in 1766, to 

Charles Gordon, the next generation of the 

Glenbuchats, along with the area of ground covered by 

Commerce, Dalrymple, and Seaforth streets today.  

It was fashionably rebuilt the following year, with stone 

facings, quoins, a pediment above the door and a 

flamboyant Dutch gable with finials. Like the Saltoun 

Arms, the building is built of ‘heathen’ rubble – part of 

the previous building - and faced in dressed stone. 

Townhouse 

General view from South-East, 1971 © RCAHMS  

Listed Building, Category B 

Did you 

know… 

John Gordon of ‘Glenbucket’ was one of the 
key Jacobite commanders in the 1745 rising? 
He was described as riding a "little grey 
Highland beast." 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Georgian Style Warld’s End,  
11 Dalrymple Street 

02 

Townhouse 

Listed Building, Category B 

 

The Georgian era runs approximately from 1714 to 1830, and this was a very popular style in 

house building. In such a long period, it’s fair to say there were variations within the style, but 

we will keep our focus on the grand townhouses, with their facades employing classical 

pilasters, pedimented doors and windows, and graceful mouldings.  

The interiors were elegant, with harmonious proportions, quiet colours and Roman-derived 

stucco ornamentations. 
 

Townhouses such as Warld’s End were built by wealthy families, and in this example, we can 

still see elements of less grand domestic architecture such as sash windows with 12 panes of 

glass, a pedimented door at the centre of the house, quoined corners, chimneys at both ends 

and a gable at the centre, emphasising a rectangular, symmetrical facade. The door mouldings 

are inspired by classical buildings; look at the section through the entablature. 

Elevation, floor plans and moulding profiles, 1976   © RCAHMS 
 

Did you know... 
The decorative mouldings on top of the door 
(‘pediment’ and ‘entablature’) are inspired in 
classical architecture (Greek and Roman). 

 

Greek temple profile, drawing by Sofia Oliveira, 2021 
© Aberdeenshire Council 

Pediment 

Entablature 

Column 

Base 

Capital 

Tip... 
A good example of a Georgian Mansion in the 
North East of Scotland is Duff House in Banff. 

Did you know... 
Mansion  
interiors would be 
decorated with 
plaster  
mouldings, like 
the one shown 
here. 
 

Period furnishings in 
the drawing room of 
the Georgian House 
Museum, Edinburgh 
© Billy Wilson 2019 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Georgian Style Saltoun Arms,  
10-12 Saltoun Square 

03 

Quick Facts   

Built 1803 

Architect Alexander Morrice 

Architecture Style Georgian 

Built as Coaching Inn and Stables 

What is it now? Hotel and Public House 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

What sort of stone is used for the facings? 

Can you see any classical details? 

Which features might have been added  
later in the 19th Century? 

In 1801 the Gardeners’ Friendly Society of Fraserburgh 

(a gentlemen’s club formed in 1791) commissioned 

local mason Alexander Morrice to build the Saltoun 

Arms, to become the focal point of local trade and 

commerce. 

With its two parlours, dining room, six bedrooms and 

kitchen, large hall and drawing room, and garret, along 

with offices, garden and stable yard, it provided a 

fashionable place in which the burgh’s commercial 

classes could transact business, probably replacing the 

Assembly rooms on Shore Street. 

Although its roofscape dates from the later nineteenth 

century, its lower two floors, with pillared entrance, 

rubble walls and masonry facings date from 1801, if not 

to the earlier building on the site, Lord Saltoun’s former 

Town-house. The original Kinnaird Head Castle stables 

were reused as its back court. 

The Saltoun Arms was restored by JD Wetherspoon 

and was renamed the Saltoun Inn in 2014. 

Morrice designed and built several buildings around 

Kirk Green (now Saltoun Square) and was responsible 

for remodelling the Old Parish Church in the Georgian 

Style in 1803. 

Coaching Inn 

Front view of Saltoun Arms Hotel, postcard   
©  Aberdeenshire Council Museum Services 

Listed Building, Category B 

Did you know… 

The Gentlemen's Club was a private club, 
providing a place where men could withdraw 
from the stress and demands of their daily 
lives. It typically contained a formal dining 
room, a library, a bar, a billiard room and 

rooms for socialising.  

Four Georgian gentlemen at their club seriously 
engaged in smoking. Stipple print by H. Bunbury, 

W
el

lc
om

e 
Li

br
ar

y,
 L

on
do

n.
  

W
el

lc
om

e 
Im

ag
es

 im
ag

es
@

w
el

lc
om

e.
ac

.u
k 

 



 9 

Fraserburgh Buildings 

Georgian Style Old Parish Church and 
Mausoleum, Saltoun Square 

04 

Quick Facts   

Built 1803, later remodelled 

Architect Alexander Morrice 

Architecture Style Georgian 

Built as Place of Worship 

What is it now? Place of Worship 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

How many sides has the spire? 

Can you point out the pediment? 

What useful functions did the steeple serve? 

Place of Worship 

Spire or Steeple? 

 

A Spire is a tall, slender, upward-pointing 
structure on top of a roof or tower. There may 

be many spires on the same building. 

Since the 12th century, spires have tended 
toward slimmer, taller forms and a more 

organic relationship with the tower below. 

 
A Steeple is a singular feature — a tall 
ornamental tower constructed of several 
elements diminishing in size, topped by a 

small pyramid, spire or cupola.  

Steeples became fashionable on both 
churches and civic buildings in 18th century 

Scotland, often housing a clock. 

The Church of Scotland, after the Revolution of 

1688, once freed from loyalty to the Vatican or to the 

Crown, had much less money, and its early buildings 

were  of basic ‘barn-like’ construction.  

By 1803, however, even these were starting to look 

more refined. Alexander Morrice designed this 

rectangular plan harled church, with fine ashlar 

margins, and a piended slate roof.  It was built on the 

site of the 1571 Church and incorporated elements 

of the earlier building. 

The squat tower on the West front has a pediment at 

eaves level, and an octagonal stone spire.  Its 

purpose was as a navigation aid for sailors, and it 

appears on the admiralty charts of the day, but it is 

said that money was tight so the steeple did not 

reach its planned height. 

In each side elevation are four round arched 

windows. In the 1890’s, a chancel was added, to 

make the inside look more fashionably ‘Gothic’, 

though this did little to enhance the exterior. 

Listed Building, Category B (Mausoleum) 

Postcard of Saltoun Square, c.1910  
© Aberdeenshire Council Museum Services  
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Georgian Style 
04 

Did you know… 

The word Mausoleum is taken from the  

gigantic tomb of King Mausolus at  

Halicarnassus, considered to be one of the 

wonders of the ancient world? 

Listed Building, Category B (Mausoleum) 

Detail of Douglas Strachan window  © Scottish Church Heritage Research Ltd. 

 

If you are able to go inside the church, you will see that 

the chancel also features a beautiful Venetian window, 

enlarged with new stained glass in 1906, a gift by the 

banker Sir George Anderson. 

The window was designed by renowned Scottish glass 

artist Douglas Strachan, not only one of his earliest 

works but amongst his finest.  

 

The Saltoun Family Mausoleum to the South side 

may originally have been a side chapel to the original 

church. The unusual stone pyramidal roof is topped 

with a stone finial.  

The outside walls are harled and incorporate Gothic 

style recesses, some of which now contain earlier 

coats of arms.  After being blocked with rubble for 

some years, in 2020, the vaulted crypt was opened up 

and restored.  

The cemetery at Kirkton, South of the town centre, 

features a granite copy of this tomb, built in the 20th 

century for continued use by the Saltoun family. 

Saltoun Mausoleum during restoration in 2020.  
© Aberdeenshire Council 

Douglas Strachan (1875-1950) born in 
Aberdeen, is considered the most 
significant Scottish designer of stained 

glass windows in the 20th Century.  

Strachan is known for his work in the Peace 
Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, at 
Edinburgh's Scottish National War 
Memorial and in places of worship throughout 

the UK.  

His work can be seen in Aberdeen at the 
Parish Kirk of St Nicholas, King’s College 

Chapel and Marischal College Library. 

The design of the very fine window in 

Fraserburgh is based on the 148th Psalm. 
 

Stained glass is the term used to describe 
coloured glass used in decorative windows and 
other objects through which light passes. The 
glass is coloured by adding various metallic 
oxides while it is in a molten state. Pieces of 
glass are then assembled with grooved strips 

of lead. 

Ornamental windows with biblical scenes have 
been a key element in European churches 

since the 12th century. 

Fraserburgh Buildings 

Old Parish Church and 
Mausoleum, Saltoun Square Place of Worship 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Neoclassical Style Anderson House,  
9-11 Frithside Street 

05 

Quick Facts   

Built Around 1825 

Architect Archibald Simpson 

Architecture Style Neoclassical 

Built as Townhouse, Bank  

What is it now? 
Solicitors & Estate Agent 
Offices 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

Can you see how the chimney is hidden? 

What type of columns are these? 

Which part is made from cast iron? 

This elegant building was created as a town house for 

Baron Baillie Lewis Chalmers, who was a powerful 

influence in Fraserburgh at this time. He ran the Lord 

Saltoun’s estate while his employer was occupied 

fighting in the peninsular wars and at Waterloo. 

An impressive residence was required in which to 

entertain and conduct business, and housing a bank 

was part of its function from early on. 

Its date and style suggest the work of Aberdeen 

architect Archibald Simpson, whose boldest and most 

refined architecture is in the Grecian style, achieving a 

classic purity of detail and proportion. Simpson’s 

archive of drawings was destroyed by fire in 1826, its 

possible the plans for this house were among them. 

The house takes the form of a broad two storey bow, 

and its curved 3-window corner has also a curved 

couple-columned ionic portico. There are two windows 

to each front to Broad Street and Frithside Street, with 

arched windows at the basement. It is constructed from 

sandstone, which may have been quarried locally at 

Broadsea. 

The building was occupied by the Bank of Scotland,  

becoming named after Sir George Anderson, its 

Treasurer later in the 19th century. The public function 

of the house continued, with lavish receptions and 

social events over this time. 

 

Townhouse 

Entrance view during the coronation, 1935. 
© Aberdeenshire Council Museum Services 

Listed Building, Category A 

Did you know... 
The central chimney is disguised as an urn!  

Chimney detail   © Aberdeenshire Council 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Neoclassical Style Anderson House,  
9-11 Frithside Street 

05 

Townhouse 

Listed Building, Category A 

Did you know... 

Did you know... 

There are generally considered to be three 
‘Orders’ of ancient Greek (and later Roman) 
architecture; The earliest, the Doric, next, the 

Ionic and last, the Corinthian.  

You can easily find examples in Fraserburgh 
buildings, not just at Anderson House, but on 
the Saltoun Arms, Faithlie Centre and the 

Dalrymple Hall, to name just a few. 

From 1748 onwards, Roman ruins at Pompeii began 

to be excavated, sparking new enthusiasm for all 

things ‘Classical’— the scholarship, art and 

architecture of ancient Greece and Rome. 

The Neoclassical style that gradually emerged 

throughout Europe focussed on clean lines, purity 

and precision. This style also became closely linked 

with the Age of Reason and the ‘Scottish 

Enlightenment’ with its focus on scientific progress 

and discovery prompting a wider interest in 

rationalism, logic and reason.  

Artists and architects saw ancient art’s potential to 

civilise, reform and transform a society already being 

redesigned in the wake of the Industrial Revolution.  

Also influential were Andrea Palladio’s designs, with 

their emphasis on simplicity, geometric structure and 

the use of Doric columns, a style which spread 

throughout Europe from the mid-1700s, in public 

buildings, residences and aspects of urban planning. 
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Simpson’s most 
refined work is in 
the Grecian style, 
but he was also at 
ease in adopting 
Gothic, Italian 
Renaissance and 
other architectural 
styles to meet the 
preference of his 
clients or the 
nature of the site. 

Memorial portrait of Archibald  
Simpson by James Giles (1848) 
© Public Domain   
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Faithlie Centre,  
1 Saltoun Square 

06 

Quick Facts   

Built 
1853-55; extended in 
1906 and again in 2020 

Architect 
T. Mackenzie (1853) 
Reid & McRobbie (1906) 
Moxon Architects (2020) 

Architecture Style 
Italianate; Contemporary 
addition to rear 

Built as 

Council chamber and 
covered market, 
extended 1906 to house 
Police Station 

What is it now? 
Council Service Point, 
meeting rooms, & offices 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

Animals on the tower reflect the 19th century 
covered market - what are they? 

Can you identify any classical elements? 

What materials are the new part made of? 

Changes in Fraserburgh’s administration and increasing 

prosperity allowed the burghers to replace the ruinous 

Tollbooth by commissioning this impressive Italianate 

Town-house. It is the only building in this style in the 

town centre. 
 

Brilliant Elgin-based architect Thomas Mackenzie 

exploited the corner location between Saltoun Square 

and Kirk Brae, designing two principal facades and 

placing a cylindrical tower with lead cupola over the 

entrance. He died, however, of fever at the age of 40 in 

1854, so never saw the building complete. 
 

The marble statue of 16
th
 Lord Saltoun (1785–1853), 

was commissioned later from the sculptor Edward 

Bowring Stephens, by his nephew, 17
th
 Lord Saltoun, 

and unveiled in 1859.  Lord Saltoun fought heroically at 

the battle of Waterloo and is portrayed with his medals 

and cavalry sabre. 
 

In 1906, Fraserburgh Architect William McRobbie 

sought to replicate McKenzie’s design, extending the 

facade to house a new police station within the building.  

Council Chambers 

Did you know... 
The sculptor EB Stephens was born in 1815, 
Exeter and his  workmanship is of the finest. 
To make this sculpture, he chose marble of 
Carrara - the famous quarry in Tuscany where 
Michelangelo, amongst others, got the stone 
for his great works. The statue was restored 
along with the rest of the facade in 2020. 

 
 

 

Listed Building, Category B 

Lord Saltoun sculpture, detail during conservation works.  
© Aberdeenshire Council 

Italianate Style 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Italianate Style Faithlie Centre,  
1 Saltoun Square 

06 

By contrast, in 2020, in line with modern conservation principles, Moxon Architects have drawn a 

clear distinction between the old building and the new, allowing us to see and celebrate the 

materials and techniques of each era.  

Council Chambers 

Did you know... 
Moxon architects´ new extension is finished in 
Corten steel making it materially distinct from 
the original buildings, which one can see 
through it. It also uses familiar industrial 
materials. This is a fine example of sustaining 
a traditional building by adapting to new 
functions and making it accessible to all. 

Listed Building, Category B 

Did you know... 
You can find animals heads on the capitals? 

Rear extension. © Aberdeenshire Council 

 

Italianate architecture was popular during the mid 19th century, often used in civic buildings 

and villas, inspired by original Italian Renaissance buildings (15th and 16th century) and often 

mixed with later styles.  

Fraserburgh Council Chamber was designed as a corner building and it stands out from all the 

rest - just look at its prominent tower looking like an Italian seignorial palace, combining 

classical symmetry on both facades. This type of building often display other Renaissance 

motifs, such as quoins, windows framed by architraves and doors crowned by pediments and 

entablatures, along with towers or cupolas. 
 

Thomas McKenzie was born in 1814 in 
Perthshire and in 1835 he moved to Aberdeen 
working at the office of Archibald Simpson. 
Later on, he open his own practice in Elgin, 
securing the commission for Elgin Museum, 
and went on to become an extremely 
accomplished classical and Italianate architect 
in a style developed from Simpson´s late work.  

Capital detail. © Aberdeenshire Council 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Rogue Gothic Style South Kirk,  
21 Seaforth Street 

07 

Quick Facts   

Built 1878 

Architect John Bridgeford Pirie 

Architecture Style Rogue Gothic 

Built as Place of Worship 

What is it now? Place of Worship 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

What date can you see on the facade? 

Do you think the building looks very Scottish? 

Is it all designed in one style? 

Place of Worship 

Listed Building, Category B 

John Bridgeford Pirie, born in Aberdeen in 
1848, was a founding member of the 
Aberdeen Philosophical Society and a keen 
follower of John Ruskin (1819–1900), who was 
an English critic of art, architecture, and 
society who sought to cause widespread 

cultural and social change.  

Ruskin’s book, The Seven Lamps of 
Architecture (1849), lays down 
seven principles (or “Lamps”) to guide 
architectural practice, one of which, “The Lamp 
of Memory,” argues respect for the original 
fabric of old buildings that would 
inspire William Morris and, through him, the 

conservation movement of the 20th century.  

The South Kirk, postcard image c. 1900 
© Aberdeenshire Council Museum Services 

In 1878 the Free Church in Fraserburgh held a 

competition to design their new church, and Aberdeen 

architect John Bridgeford Pirie won the commission. 

Pirie worked with builder John Morgan, following the 

teaching of John Ruskin, who felt that architects should 

study the finest historic buildings in Europe and bring 

different features together to create a new style of 

architecture. Morgan and Pirie travelled together in 

Britain to see the latest developments, and Morgan's 

travels in America and the Far East had a strong 

influence on the decorative arts used in the South Kirk. 

Using a fashionable mix or French gothic and Scottish 

baronial style, Pirie used the sharpness and strength of 

pink and grey granite to create a facade with a rose 

window and a soaring spire, which can be seen from a 

long way off. 

Pirie’s approach to using the gothic revival style as 

advocated by Ruskin was unusual and eclectic even by 

the standards of the time — hence its description here 

as ‘rogue’. 
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Did you know... 
The ‘Moses stone’, dated 1613, is reputed to 
be a survival of Fraserburgh’s University.  

 
 

 

Did you know... 
The galleries around the nave still retain their 
original wooden pews. Look at the detail on the 
pew sides. The galleries also have ornate 
fronts with cast iron flowers and the arcade 
arches are supported by columns with 
elaborate capitals. 

 
 

Fraserburgh Buildings 

Rogue Gothic Style South Kirk,  
21 Seaforth Street 

07 

Place of Worship 

Listed Building, Category B 

The design shows quite a mixture of influences in the 

wooden pews and pulpit and the iron framed gallery 

front, though the original colour scheme of orange, blue 

and gold has sadly since been replaced with more sober 

hues. 

By this point in the 19th century, cast iron had become 

really important as a building material. You can see this 

clearly in the columns and the cast iron flowers on the 

gallery front, which Pirie put in almost all his buildings.  
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Ornate details and general view from the interior of the 
South Kirk, 2020 © Aberdeenshire Council 

Alexander Fraser 8th Lord of Philorth founded and 

financed a University to help to bring the town into the 

mainstream of public life in Scotland. Its charter granted in 

1592 – but it was short-lived. 

The building itself is described as three-storey and 

quadrangular, its exact location long forgotten. Some 

believe it was close to College Bounds, as sculptured 

stones - including this one - were found in the area.  

The relief depicts Moses receiving the ten 

commandments. You can see clearly where the artist has 

planned and revised the layout and wording of the 

commandments, even making the odd mistake in the 

process. 

1613 was the date of Alexander Fraser’s contract with the 

feuars of the Broch. The town council and merchant guild 

were established and the right to hold markets and annual 

fairs awarded. One theory is that the model for ‘Moses’ 

was Alexander Fraser himself, in the act of handing over 

the contract.  
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Scottish Baronial Style Dalrymple Hall,  
13 Seaforth Street 

08 

Quick Facts   

Built 1881 

Architect Jenkins & Marr 

Architecture Style Scottish Baronial 

Built as Recreation Complex 

What is it now? 
Offices, Meeting Rooms 
and Arts Venue 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

What sort of stone is used for the facings? 

What elements of Scottish Baronial Revival 
can you see? 

Can you think of another corner building? 

George Gordon Jenkins set up his practice in Union 

Street, Aberdeen in 1874 and within 4 years had joined 

forces with surveyor and architect George Marr.  
 

Both men had spent their early careers on simple and 

practical projects such as cemetery layouts, schools, 

and farm buildings. From 1881 on however, their work 

became more showy and ambitious, starting with the 

Mannofield Church in Aberdeen and then the Dalrymple 

Café – another of Fraserburgh’s most impressive corner 

buildings. 
 

New techniques in cutting granite meant that this stone, 

with its strength and crisp clean lines was much more 

affordable and allowed a wealth of decorative detail.  
 

Jenkins and Marr gave reign to their imagination, their 

growing practice designing a wide range of buildings 

from swimming baths to stables as well as houses and 

farms in a mix of fashionable styles for clients all over 

the North East of Scotland.  

Recreational Complex 

General view, 1975 © Historic Environment Scotland 

Listed Building, Category C 

Did you know... 

Granite has long been prized for its strength 
and durability as well as its appearance. It was 
particularly favoured in Victorian times for 
commercial buildings such as banks and 
offices, churches and public buildings. 
Aberdeenshire was a major area of production 
in the granite industry, with big quarries at 
Rubislaw (Aberdeen), Peterhead, Kemnay and 

Corrennie. 
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Fraserburgh Buildings 

Scottish Baronial Style Dalrymple Hall,  
13 Seaforth Street 

08 

The Dalrymple Hall (The Café), was commissioned in 

1881 as a private venture catering to both residents and 

the many visitors who arrived via the railway station, 

then situated just on the other side of Dalrymple Street. 

This bright airy building with its glazed tower and high 

windows commanded stunning views of the coast and 

town - and contained a café, dining room, newsroom, 

library, museum, school of art, recreation room, public 

hall and baths - not only that, but  the sheriff court was 

held there once a month. A busy place indeed. 
 

The large ballroom was converted into a theatre with a 

balcony in the 1920’s (you can clearly see the 

alterations), and a modern glass atrium and staircase 

added in the 1990’s, giving better access to the 

upstairs. Drama productions still form a large part of 

community use. 

Recreational Complex 

Listed Building, Category C 

 

Did you know... 
What battlements are? 
In castles, the battlements were at the top of 
the wall, a protective toothed (‘crenellated’) 
parapet, with a walkway behind for soldiers.  

‘Crow steps’ (also known as ‘corbie stanes’) 
are stones used to finish the triangular gable 
end. They were common in late medieval 
buildings of the Netherlands and Belgium and 
occurred frequently in 15th century Scotland.  

Modern entrance to the Dalrymple Hall.  © Aberdeenshire Council 

‘Scottish Baronial’ or ‘Scots Baronial’ is one architectural style of the 19th century Gothic 

Revival which in particular revived the forms and features of medieval castles and tower houses 

of Scotland in the Late Middle Ages.  

It is characterised by building elements such as towers, bartizans, battlements, lancet windows 

and step gables, often with an irregular or asymmetric ground plan.  

Although linked to Scottish identity and culture, this style can be found throughout Britain and 

even abroad. You can find another fine example of Scottish Baronial at Balmoral Castle. 

Compare Kinnaird Head Castle and the Dalrymple Hall and see how light and playful the 

19th century style looks beside the heaviness of an authentic Scottish Baronial building. 

Did you know… 
An early incarnation of The Beatles, The ’Silver 
Beetles’ played at the Dalrymple Hall in 1960 - 
with Tommy Moore on drums before Ringo 
Starr joined.  

Battlement  
by Pearson Scott Foresman 
- Archives of Pearson Scott 
Foresman, donated to the 
Wikimedia Foundation;  
© Public Domain   

The hall entrance c.1900   
© Aberdeenshire Council Museums Service 
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Modernist Style Castle Street Housing  
North Braeheads 

09 

Quick Facts   

Built 1976 

Architect Baxter, Clark & Paul  

Architecture Style Modernist 

Built as Social Housing  

What is it now? Private & Social Housing 

 I-Spy Quick Questions 

Does North Braeheads look like other buildings 
in Fraserburgh? 

Is it easy to find your way around? 

How many roofs can you count? 

In 1975, the newly created Banff & Buchan District 

Council decided to replace a large number of buildings 

– houses, yards, workshops and shops - with a social 

housing complex at Braeheads to the North of Saltoun 

Square and Dundee firm Baxter Clark and Paul, won 

the commission. 

Senior architect James Paul, born in 1929, had grown 

up in Portsoy and Gardenstown. These are both 17
th
 

century fishing villages with little cottages accumulated 

higgledy- piggledy on a steep slope with tiny winding 

paths and steps between. 

He studied architecture at the School of Architecture in 

Aberdeen and in 1952, won Aberdeen Corporation's 

medal for civic architecture (the competition's subject 

was 'flats, shops and warehouses in built-up areas'). 

He went on to work in the City of London as an architect 

and planner as part of efforts to rebuild the war-

damaged city. Jimmy Paul moved to Dundee in 1956 to 

teach architecture at Duncan of Jordanstone while 

working in private practice as part of the firm which 

would become Baxter, Clark & Paul.  

Social Housing 

General view from Saltoun Square, 1970’s 
© Press and Journal 

Did you know... 

During World War I, the Government became  
aware that Scotland had major housing 
problems and many homes unfit for habitation. 
A massive programme of council house 
building was begun and continued after World 
War II. Different urban designs ranged from 
small scale developments to whole new towns 

like Glenrothes and Cumbernauld. 

Social housing reflects the values of its time. 
Contemporary design priorities include 
comfort, the need to feel safe, flexibility for all 
ages, accessibility for those with special 
needs, green spaces, energy efficiency and 

resilience to the impacts of climate change. 



 20 

Fraserburgh Buildings 

Modernist Style Castle Street Housing  
North Braeheads 

09 

 

By 1976, Jimmy Paul had had worked on starkly modern concrete buildings in the brutalist style, 

among them the Barbican complex in central London.  

The award-winning design of Castle Street Housing Development shows also the influence of 

Scottish vernacular architecture – the steps, arches and vennels of his native Portsoy.  

Unlike the houses they replaced, the new flats had indoor bathrooms. 

Social Housing 

Fraserburgh, aerial photograph, 1939  © Historic Environment Scotland 

 

Modernism became the most important architecture and design style of the 20th century.  

This style was associated with an analytical approach to the function of buildings, a strictly 

rational use of (often new) materials, structural innovation and the elimination of ornament. 

Walter Gropius and Le Corbusier were the pioneers of this movement, with the latter having a 

profound impact on the design of many public housing schemes in Britain. 
 

The Brutalist style takes its name from the French “beton brut” (raw concrete) for its extensive 

use of this material which allows the creation of large, unusual shapes and textured surfaces.  

This aesthetic revelled in the sense of drama, mass and scale, which using these materials 

could create. The structure of the building was often a design statement. 
 

Right—Map of Fraserburgh Burgh, edition of 1926 — detail of town centre. 

Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland  
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Contemporary Style Heritage Way,  
Heritage Way 

10 

Quick Facts   

Built 2017 

Architect Gokay Deveci 

Architecture Style Contemporary 

Built as Housing  

What is it now? Housing 

I-Spy Quick Questions 

What material are the houses clad with? 

What other buildings do they resemble? 

What is their other main feature? 

Housing Development 

Did you know… 

The houses in Heritage Way repeat the 

shapes made by warehouse roofs close by? 

Fish sheds from Kinnaird Head Lighthouse, 
cc-by-sa/2.0 - © David Hawgood  

Our biggest challenge for the future is how we address 

climate change - and the Heritage Way homes are 

designed to be highly energy efficient.  

They also demonstrate contemporary use of industrial 

materials on a non–industrial building, in this case zinc 

panelling, and echo the shape of traditional 

warehouses, such as those close by on the other side 

of Barrasgate Road. 

The design is based on a plan of 30 properties of 

interlocking two, three and four bedroom apartments 

and houses, capable of providing varied accessible 

accommodation, each with its own outdoor space.  

The design provides adaptable semi-open plan layouts 

that suit various lifestyles and maximise natural light 

with full size windows and skylights. 

Gokay Deveci is known for his expertise in affordable 

and sustainable low energy housing. From 1990 on, his 

practice has designed and built a number of housing 

projects—including the first ever social housing project 

in Britain to meet international 'Passivhaus' energy 

efficiency standards.  

 

Did you know… 

Passive house buildings provide a high level of 
occupant comfort while using very little energy 

for heating and cooling.  

It uses methods to reduce heat loss, like very 
high levels of insulation, and captures heat 
from passive heat sources like the sun, human 
occupants and household appliances. It 
follows the principle of an airtight building 
fabric with no thermal bridges, with the help of 

a mechanical ventilation recovery system. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/560
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Contemporary Style Heritage Way,  
Heritage Way 

10 

Housing Development 

As research professor at Robert Gordons University in 

Aberdeen, Deveci’s buildings have proved that 

sustainable and energy efficient design is possible on a 

restricted budget and that ‘affordability’ need not be 

achieved at the expense of design or construction 

quality. Heritage Way itself has been carefully 

monitored and studied so that lessons may be learned 

from its energy efficiency performance. 

“Architects must become more socially responsible 

because they have the power to impact on the 

environment and people’s lives.  

I would ideally like to be a design ambassador, 

advocating that sustainability and good design can go 

hand in hand – that they are an integral part of each 

other.”  - Gokay Deveci, 2004 

Did you know… 

As with the Corten steel used on the Faithlie 
Centre, Zinc panelling weathers interestingly 
as time passes. The subtle variations in tone 
echo the silvered appearance of traditional 

wooden boards. 

Zinc panelling detail, 2020 © Alison Simpson 

Innovative modern methods of construction 
(MMC) are used at Heritage Way, such as a 
mix of onsite and offsite manufacturing, in 
order to reduce materials waste and carbon 
emissions. The design uses a prefabricated, 
panelised and super-insulated ‘I’ beam roof 
and wall system, which was assembled offsite 

in order to reduce site management issues. 

Top and Right — Overall view over Heritage Way scheme 
2020 © Architecture & Design Scotland 
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Glossary 

   Architecture Styles 

Classical 

The architecture of Ancient Greece and Rome, revived at 

the Renaissance and subsequently imitated around the Western world.  

Classical buildings use a range of conventional forms, the roots of which are 

the Greek orders, or types of column, each with its fixed proportions and 

decoration -principally Doric, Ionic and Corinthian.  

Classical buildings tend also to be symmetrical, both externally and on plan. 

Doric  

The simplest and plainest of the three main classical orders, also featuring a 

frieze with triglyphs and metopes. 

A Greek Doric column has a thin spreading convex capital and no base to the 

column. 

A Roman Doric column has a simple round capital with a narrow neck band 

and a plain or fluted shaft. 

Ionic  

Ionic columns are thinner than the Doric and have a base at the bottom.  

The capital is decorated with downward- and inward-curling scrolls, 

called volutes.  

Corinthian 
The most slender and ornate of the three main classical orders. It has a basket

-shaped capital ornamented with acanthus leaves.  

Renaissance  

The revival of classical architecture started in 15th-century Italy, spreading 

throughout Western Europe and the Americas in the following two centuries, 

finding distinctive forms and interpretations in different parts of the world.  

From around 1830, the Italian version was revived in Britain as a style in its 

own right (sometimes called Italianate), i.e. as distinguished from the 

native Georgian classical tradition.  

Georgian  

The architecture of the British Isles in the reigns of George I, II, III and IV, i.e. 

1714-1830, in which the classical style and classical proportions became the 

norm for both major and minor buildings.  
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  Architecture Styles 

Scottish  

Neoclassical  

The Classical Orders were studied by architects of the 18
th
 century, but 

Scottish Enlightenment philosophers helped relax the rules. 

David Hume’s influential 1757 essay ’Of the Standards of Taste’ asserted that 

appreciation of a work of art or architecture should no longer be grounded in 

pre-defined rules - and beauty was now in the eye of the beholder. 

Scottish Architects began to interpret the works of antiquity more freely, 

taking classical designs and interpreting them with a modern twist, using their 

own judgements in taste, elegance and style.  

Medieval 

Tower House  

A practical design, basically a secure house consisting of a vertical range of 

rooms, designed to make entry as difficult as possible. 

Tower houses were thick-walled, plain, commonly rectangular and three 

stories or four stories, with simple mouldings around windows and doors. The 

first floor was usually a hall with a fireplace and private chambers on the 

floors above. All rooms were accessed by a winding staircase built into the 

thickness of the wall or in a projecting corner tower.  Kitchens and work 

spaces  

Scottish  

Baronial  

A Victorian style based on the fortified and semi-fortified Scottish houses of 

the 16th and 17th centuries.  

The distinguishing features are vertical rather than horizontal proportions, 

small windows, steep roofs, small turrets, and a sparing use 

of Renaissance ornament.  

Gothic  

The ‘Gothic’ is a style associated with late medieval English art and 

architecture; its many revivals are attempts to style literature, architecture, 

visual and decorative art, landscape design, and music after its features.  

These include, according to John Ruskin’s 1853 essay, ‘The Nature of the 

Gothic’, irregularity, variety, naturalism, and a general tendency to favour the 

individuality of the craftsperson or artisan in all of its eccentricities rather than 

the perfection for which classical and neoclassical art strive. 

Ruskin’s teachings had huge popular influence and many versions of 

Victorian Gothic architecture flourished between the middle and the end of the 

19
th
 century – even in Scotland, despite the style’s frequent association with 

Englishness. 
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  Building Parts  

Bartizan  Corbelled turret, square or round, often at an angle.  
See Kinnaird 

Head Castle 

Corbel  Projecting block supporting something above.   
See Kinnaird 

Head Castle  

Corbelling 

The architecture of the British Isles in the reigns of George I, 

II, III and IV, i.e. 1714-1830, in which the classical style and 

classical proportions became the norm for both major and 

minor buildings.  

See Kinnaird 

Head Castle 

Gable  Peaked external wall at the end of a double-pitch roof.  
See 

Dalrymple Hall 

Dutch Gable  Dutch gable, with curved sides crowned by a pediment. 
See Warlds 

End 

Quoin  
Dressed or otherwise emphasized stones at the angles of a 

building, or their imitation in brick or other materials.  

See Warlds 

End 

Pediment  
A formalised gable derived from that of a classical temple; 

also used over doors, windows etc.  

See Warlds 

End 

Entablature  
The upper part of a classical building supported by columns, 

comprising three elements - architrave, frieze, and cornice. 

See Warlds 

End 

Facade  
The principal front of a building, that faces on to a street or 

open space.  

See Faithlie 

Centre 

Dressed  With a smooth surface. 
See Faithlie 

Centre 

Rubble-built  Built out of rubble. 
See 

Dalrymple Hall 

Ashlar  
Masonry of large blocks worked to even faces and square 

edges.  

See Anderson 

House 

Margins  Dressed stones at the edges of an opening.  
See Old 

Parish Church 

Masonry  Stonework.   

Chancel  

In churches with a cross shaped plan, the front part from 

which the service is conducted and where the clergy sit, 

distinct from the nave, where the congregation sits. The 

chancel is usually an elevated platform, usually three steps up 

from the nave. In churches built to a square plan, there is no 

chancel.  

See Old 

Parish Church 
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  Building Parts  

Architrave 

The lowest of the three main divisions of the classical 

entablature, varying according to the order employed; 

moulded surround to an opening or recess. 

See Anderson 

House 

Cupola A rounded dome forming or adorning a roof or ceiling.  
See Faithlie 

Centre 

Lancet 

Windows 

Narrow, high window capped by a lancet, or acute arch. It 

takes its name from being shaped like the tip of a lance. The 

lancet window is one of the typical features of Gothic 

architecture.  

See Dalrymple 

Hall 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

https://www.britannica.com/technology/window
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/acute
https://www.britannica.com/technology/arch-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/technology/lance-weapon
https://www.britannica.com/art/Gothic-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/art/Gothic-architecture


 27 

Glossary - Page 3 
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Kinnaird Head Castle And Lighthouse 

(c.1570, conversion to lighthouse 1787, Robert 

Stephenson)  

Rubble Built, local whinstone, harled  

Warlds End (1767)  Slate roof, Rubble Built, local whinstone  

Saltoun Arms (1801, Alexander Morrice) 

Saltoun Square  

Decorative Slate roof, Rubble Built, local 

whinstone  

Old Parish Church (remodelled 1803, 

Alexander Morrice ) and Saltoun Mausoleum 

(late c18th), Saltoun Square  

Slate roof, Rubble Built, local whinstone, 

harled  

Anderson House (Lewis Chalmers’ Town 

House – 1820-35) Archibald Simpson [?]) 

Broad Street  

Mix of Slate and flat roofs, Sandstone ashlar  

Faithlie Centre (Town Chambers, 1853-5, 

Thomas McKenzie, later extended to form 

police station, extension 2020 Moxon 

Architects), Saltoun Square  

Slate and lead roofing, Rubble built 

Sandstone facings 1906, Local Granite, 2020 

- steel, concrete  

South Kirk (1878-80, John Bridgeford Pirie)  

Seaforth Street  
Slate roof, Machine Cut Granite  

Dalrymple Hall (1881 Jenkyns and Marr)  

Seaforth Street  
Slate roof, Machine Cut Granite  

Castle Street Housing (1976-78, Baxter Clark 

and Paul), North Braeheads  
Industrial Slate roof, Concrete blocks 

Heritage Way Low Energy Housing (2017, 

Gokay Deveci )  
Timber, Zinc panelling  
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